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Good morning, ladies and gentlemen,

Thank you for coming,

On this day, as we stand in support with the victims of torture, it is timely to recall that torture is absolutely prohibited under international law. 

Article 2 of the Convention against Torture makes this very clear. It states: “No exceptional circumstances whatsoever, whether a state of war or a threat of war, internal political instability or any other public emergency, may be invoked as a justification for torture.”

This means that no one should ever be tortured or subjected to cruel and inhuman treatment and punishment.  

There is no justification for anyone anywhere to torture another human being under any circumstances.  

The fact remains, however, that around the world, officials, for a variety of reasons, continue to practice torture.

And while it may not be as prevalent in countries of this region as it is in some other parts of the world, the reality is that torture and other ill-treatment, particularly of those arrested or detained, occur here in the Pacific as well.   

We see reports of torture and ill-treatment of criminal suspects and prisoners appearing in the media on occasion.  Courts in the region have found that individuals have been tortured and ill-treated, in arrest situations and in places of detention.  

Given this backdrop, we can assume that individuals, particularly detainees, are still being subjected to acts of torture and ill-treatment here in the Pacific - perhaps more so in certain jurisdictions than others.  It is most likely that the majority of acts of torture and ill-treatment, in this region, as it is in others, are never reported or made public.  But wherever these acts occur within the region, they should be condemned by all.  

It should be recalled that the punishment for those found guilty of a crime is the taking away of their liberty.  It is not the place of police or prison officers to inflict further punishment on any individual. Torture, ill-treatment and other cruel acts of punishment of prisoners are illegal and immoral and perpetrators should themselves be prosecuted for their criminal actions.

It is very encouraging that National Constitutions of the majority of PIF Members already prohibit torture, cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment.  However, these same Constitutions do not define torture.  

Only two countries of the PIF Member States have ratified the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT). The Convention would provide a framework to enhance the prohibition of torture found in National Constitutions of the region, including providing the internationally accepted definition of torture.

As such, I call on the 14 PIF member States that have not yet done so, to ratify, the CAT. 

The thematic study we are launching today titled: A Region-Wide Assessment of Laws Preventing Torture and Other Ill Treatment reveals that in many PIF countries relevant legislation on the prevention of torture and ill-treatment are, commendably, already in line with international standards.  

The obstacle, as is often the case in the Pacific region, is that implementation of these laws have been mixed at best.  There is a need to raise more awareness of the issue of prevention of torture and ill-treatment within the region and to strengthen the capacities of relevant government authorities in this area.  

We hope that the launching of this study will stimulate further discussions on this issue of prevention of torture and ill-treatment of detainees in capitals, as well as within the region in general.  

The OHCHR Regional Pacific Office looks forward to engaging in further dialogue with PIF countries on this issue of prevention of torture and ill-treatment of detainees in the context of our mandate to promote and protect human rights in the Pacific region.

Thank you.
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