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What is the Universal Periodic Review (UPR)?

The UPR is a new human rights mechanism created by the United Nations General Assembly in 2006 (A/Res/60/251). 
How is the UPR important for the Pacific?

The UPR provides an opportunity for Pacific island countries to have the attention of the international community focus on the challenges each faces, achievements made, as well as areas of support still needed in the area of human rights.

What are the objectives of the UPR?
· The improvement of the human rights situation on the ground;

· The fulfillment of the State’s human rights obligations and commitments and assessment of positive developments and challenges faced by the State;

· The enhancement of the State’s capacity and of technical assistance, in consultation with, and with the consent of, the State concerned;

· The sharing of best practice among States and other stakeholders;

· Support for cooperation in the promotion and protection of human rights;

· The encouragement of full cooperation and engagement with the UN Human Rights Council, other human rights bodies and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).

What are the modalities of the review?
The UPR is a three stage process. 

Stage 1 – An interactive dialogue between the country under review and the Council, which will take place in a Working Group. The review will be facilitated by a group of three rapporteurs (troika) selected among the members of the Council. 
Stage 2 – The adoption of a report which includes recommendations during the Working Group meeting. 
Stage 3 – The adoption of a final outcome document at a subsequent plenary session of the Human Rights Council which includes in particular additional replies, responses on recommendations and pledges and commitments by the State under review. 
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What is the basis of the Universal Periodic Review (HRC Res. 5/1 of 18 June 2007)?
Human Rights obligations contained in the:

· The Charter of the United Nations;

· The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR);

· Human rights instruments to which a State is party;

· Voluntary pledges and commitments made by States.
Given the complementary and mutually interrelated nature of international human rights law and international 
Humanitarian law, the review shall take into account applicable international humanitarian law.
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What are the principles of review of the UPR?

The review is based on objective and reliable information of the fulfillment by each state of its human rights obligations and commitments. The UPR will promote the universality, interdependence, indivisibility and interrelatedness of all human rights, and fully integrate a gender perspective.
What documents form the basis of the review?

· National Report according to the General Guidelines (which can be found at http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/E/HRC/decisions/A_HRC_DEC_6_102.pdf) prepared by the State under review. States are encouraged to have a broad consultation process at the national level with all relevant stakeholders when compiling the State report. Report should not exceed 20 pages.
· Compilation prepared by OHCHR of information contained in the reports of human rights treaty bodies, special procedures, and other relevant official United Nations documents, which shall not exceed 10 pages; 
· Summary prepared by OHCHR of “additional credible and reliable information” provided by other relevant stakeholders such as non-government organizations, national human rights institutions, human rights defenders, and regional organizations, which shall not exceed 10 pages. (Submissions from Stakeholders should not exceed 5 pages for each submission or 10 pages if from a coalition of organizations).  
Can NGO’s and National Human Rights Institutions participate in the Review process?
During the review at the Working Group, only States can ask questions and raise issues with the State under review. 
During the Human Rights Council plenary session, accredited NGO’s and national institutions (in accordance with GA resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006 and Economic and Social Council Resolution 1996/31 of 25 July 1996) may make a statement prior to the adoption of the final Outcome Document. 
What is contained in the Outcome Document?
· The report or Outcome Documents contains a summary of the State under review’s human rights situation based on reports before the Working Group. 
· It also contains the views of the State under review concerning the recommendations and/or conclusions. Human rights issues and concerns in the State under review are also highlighted.
· General recommendations for the States to implement in order to ensure that the State respects and adheres to human rights standards. 
· Voluntary commitments made by the State under review. 
How often will a State be reviewed under the UPR?
· A State will be reviewed every four years under the UPR mechanism. Subsequent reviews will also focus on the implementation of the agreed on recommendations contained in the UPR document of the previous review. 
Will there be assistance for the implementation of the Outcome Document recommendations of the UPR?
[image: image5.jpg]


YES. The international community is encouraged to assist the implementation of recommendations and conclusions, through capacity-building and technical assistance, in consultation and with the consent of the country concerned. The State under review is primarily responsible for implementation of the agreed recommendations. 
What is the relationship between the UPR and UN human rights treaties?

· The UPR is a complimentary part of the international human rights system which includes the treaty bodies and special procedures.  The UPR does not replace nor is it intended to duplicate the work of these human rights mechanisms.  
Are reports submitted under the UPR publicly accessible?

Yes. All documents submitted for consideration under the UPR are available and can be accessed through the OHCHR webpage. 
How can I find more information on the UPR?
OHCHR website on: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRMain.aspx     

Or contact: OHCHR – Regional Office for the Pacific 
c/o UNDP Private Mail Bag, Suva, Fiji
Phone: (679) 331 0665, Fax: (679) 331 0485

Email: ohchr.pacific-office@undp.org
What countries in the Pacific have already been reviewed? 
Tonga was the first country in the Pacific and one of the first in the world to be reviewed under the UPR. Tonga’s reports and outcome document can be found at: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/PAGES/TOSession2.aspx
Tonga’s review attra- tcted international attention because it was the first small island Pacific state to be reviewed. While the human rights issues in Tonga were noted, the inter-national community commended the com- mitment and efforts of Tonga to participate in the UPR and interact with the Human Rights Council and encouraged the Pacific to consider Tonga as a “shining example” in this regard. The international community was also able to appreciate the many challenges Tonga faced and some states pledged technical assistance for Tonga’s commitment to ratify additional other human rights treaties. 
When will Pacific island countries be reviewed?
	Country
	Reviewed under UPR

	Kingdom of Tonga
	2nd session 2008 
      14 May 2008

	Tuvalu
	3rd session 2008
 11 December 2008

	Vanuatu 
New Zealand
	5th session 2009

	Fiji
	7th session 2010

	Kiribati
	8th session 2010

	Marshal Islands   Micronesia (FSM)
	9th session 2010

	Nauru 
Australia
	10th session 2011


	Palau, PNG, Samoa

Solomon Islands

	11th session, 2011


NOTE: Dates of sessions, of presentation and examination of the State under review are decided by the Human Rights Council. Generally the deadline for submission of the State report is ten weeks before the review, and up to five months in advance for stakeholder reports. The session and deadlines for each state under review are final and cannot be changed or postponed.  
Pacific UPR 


Fact Sheet








