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1.
The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in the Pacific (OHCHR), in cooperation with the Fiji Women’s rights Movement (FHRM), organized on 5 June 2006 a national NGO workshop in Suva, Fiji, on “Addressing forced evictions through the right to housing: practical experiences” (see Agenda-Annex 1). Over 30 NGO representatives and members of the Fiji Human Rights Commission attended the meeting along with observers from the United Nations agencies and the University of South Pacific (USP). 
2.
The meeting was divided in three main segments: 
1) international law on the right to housing 
2) the situation of the right to housing in Fiji 
3) looking at a best practice experienced in Cambodia to inspire possible activities in Fiji
Presentations on the three themes were respectively made by Mr. Jong-Gil Woo (OHCHR), Ms. Naeemah Khan (FWRM) and Mr. Laurent Meilan (OHCHR). Each presentation was followed by open debates. Ms. Cassandra Goldie from the University of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia, participated as resource person.
3.
The main objectives of the meeting were: 

· Review of international law and mechanism relating to the right to housing and how to use the normative framework in the context of Fiji
· Provide a brief overview of the outcomes of the recently held Pacific workshop on the justiciability of economic, social and cultural rights
· Improve understanding about the situation of the right to housing in Fiji and share information on existing or future related activities and projects
· Present and discuss a best practice experienced in Cambodia to understand which lessons learned can apply to Fiji. Present and discuss potential working tools, such as the Fact Finding Form
· Discuss the way forward
At the end of the workshop, participants agreed on the following recommendations:

- consider the establishment of a national and/or regional network or task-force of non-governmental organizations dealing with the right to housing in order to improve NGO capacity and increase impact in this field
- raise awareness among existing non-governmental organizations and public authorities about issues relating to the right to housing

- continue and reinforce existing advocacy, research, support and other programmes and projects in the field of the right to housing, including the production of a right to housing tool kit
- envisage the possibility to draft NGO guidelines on the right to housing in Fiji

- when addressing the right to housing systematically take into consideration the multi-dimensional components of the issue
- provide legal and other forms of support to victims of violations of their right to housing, including through the conciliation mechanism of the Fiji Human Rights Commission
- provide accessible information to grass-root communities on the right to housing

- encourage the Government of Fiji to review its squatter settlement policy

- when appropriate, encourage relevant public authorities not to relocate squatters but instead take measures to improve their conditions of living

- request public authorities to address as a matter of emergency the right to access clean drinking water

- request the Government of Fiji to protect as a matter of priority the most vulnerable groups of persons affected by violations of the right to housing, such as single-headed families, families living in extreme poverty, HIV infected and affected persons, persons belonging to minority groups, etc.

- promote among State stakeholders the ratification by Fiji of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and implement article 27 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (right to adequate standard of living of children and their parents, including housing) and article 14.2.h of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (right to enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to housing, sanitation, electricity and water supply, transport and communications)
- encourage the Government of Fiji to invite the UN Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context to visit the country in order that he formulates policy advice to improve the situation relating to the right to housing
- provide NGO input on the right to housing in the reporting process under CRC, CERD and CEDAW international treaties

- when appropriate, consider submitting individual cases of violations on the right to housing to the UN Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context

Annexes:

- agenda of the workshop

- list of participants
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