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Call for Government to Protect against Forced Eviction in Port Moresby
The following press release was issued on 22 July by the Pacific Regional Representative for the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Matilda Bogner.
The Regional Office of the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) is highly concerned that the authorities in Papua New Guinea are not complying with national and international standards on destruction of property and forced evictions. 
According to media reports, on 13 and 14 July, police destroyed homes and gardens and took property, including cash, from the residents of settlements in Four-Mile and Hohola hillside in Port Moresby. These incidents followed police destruction of settlements in Five-Mile in June 2009 and Tete in December 2008.
"I am extremely concerned by the manner in which police have carried out forced evictions in Port Moresby over the last few months,” said Matilda Bogner, the OHCHR Regional Representative. “People need somewhere to live and can’t be blamed for the actions of others. Ordinary men, women and children are left homeless and need the protection of the government to secure their basic needs.”

On 26 June, despite residents’ cooperation with the police investigation into the killing of three men at the Five-Mile settlement on Hubert Murray Drive and the arrest of several suspects, armed police officers raided the settlement. The police used bulldozers to destroy 16 homes, tuck shops and gardens, and cut down mature trees which had provided shade to the settlement. The police confiscated alcohol, food, and valuable white goods from people’s homes. According to the community no prior notice was provided of the raid and they do not understand why the whole community was targeted when they had cooperated with the police and handed over the suspects. The police reportedly threatened to return and continue raiding. In addition, on 2 July, police warned settlers at Two-Mile Hill in Port Moresby that if there were any more criminal activities, they would not hesitate to demolish the settlement.

Further, on 16 December 2008, police carried out forced evictions and widespread demolitions of homes in the Tete Settlement. According to police statements, their actions were a response to investigations into the murder of a business man in the vicinity of the settlement. According to reports, despite complying with the police ultimatum to cooperate and the police arrests of several suspects on 18 and 19 December 2008, the police used bulldozers to demolish the homes of around 300 people in the settlement. The government did not provide alternative accommodation or otherwise support those who were made homeless. Residents reported being given no notice to leave and that the surprise attack by the police came after they complied with the ultimatum. On 22 December 2008, the National Court granted an order in favour of residents being allowed to move back to homes in the settlement and restraining the police from causing further destruction to the properties.

“The government has duties under its Constitution and under international agreements that it has ratified to protect people from unjust deprivation of property and fundamental rights to housing,” said Mrs. Bogner. “Sadly evictions often intensify inequality, social conflict, segregation and invariably affect the poorest, most socially and economically vulnerable and marginalized sectors of society, especially women, children, minorities and indigenous peoples.”
The Constitution of the Independent State of Papua New Guinea guarantees the right to “privacy of people’s homes and other property and from unjust deprivation of property.” However, in all the cases described above, authorities appear to have denied basic due process and procedural protections; have not provided adequate compensation or effective remedies for communities facing eviction; and have used excessive force. 

Under international agreements that Papua New Guinea has ratified, forced evictions are recognized as a gross violation of human rights and should never be used as a punitive measure against residents for crimes committed in the vicinity or to force communities to cooperate with police investigations.  Forced evictions can be carried out only in exceptional circumstances. 
The Regional Representative urged the Papua New Guinea authorities to establish a national moratorium on police raids and destruction of settlements until their policies and actions in this regard have been brought into full conformity with international human rights obligations. In this regard she recommended the Government carry out an independent investigation into the manner in which the police raids on settlements in Port Moresby were carried out since December 2008 and to bring those responsible for violations of the law to justice.
Background

Forced evictions are evictions that are carried out without adequate notice or consultation with those affected, without legal safeguards and without assurances of adequate alternative accommodation. They are defined by the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights as “the permanent or temporary removal against their will of individuals, families and/or communities from the homes and/or land which they occupy, without the provision of, and access to, appropriate forms of legal or other protection.” As a party to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and other international human rights treaties which prohibit forced eviction and related human rights violations, including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Papua New Guinea has an obligation to stop forced evictions and to protect the population from forced evictions.

Relevant international law:

· Art.25, par.1  of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) states that : “Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.” 

· Article 11.1 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966, ratified by Papua New Guinea in 2008) states that: “The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous improvement of living conditions. The States Parties will take appropriate steps to ensure the realization of this right, recognizing to this effect the essential importance of international cooperation based on free consent.” 

· Article 16.1 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989, ratified by Papua New Guinea in 1995) states that: “No child shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his or her privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his or her honour and reputation.” 

· Article 17.1 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966, ratified by Papua New Guinea in 2008) states that: “No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his honour and reputation.” 
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